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the appended claims, rather than the foregoing descrip-
tion, and all changes which come within the meaning
and range of equivalency of the claims are therefore
intended to be embraced therein.

What is claimed is:

1. Intubation apparatus comprising:

an airway device composed of a first hollow tube
having an inner diameter, a wall, a proximal end, a
distal end, at least one first opening located in said
wall between said proximal and distal ends, and a
second opening located in said wall between said
first opening and said distal end, said first hollow
tube being insertable, via its distal end, into a pa-
tient’s mouth and into one of the esophagus and
trachea of a patient, said first hollow tube provid-
ing a first air flow path between said proximal end
and said distal end of said first hollow tube and a
second air flow path between said proximal end of
said first hollow tube and said first opening;

a second hollow tube having an inner diameter, a
wall, a proximal end and a distal end, said second
hollow tube being joined to said first hollow tube
so that said distal end of said second hollow tube is
aligned with said second opening;

a third hollow tube having a wall, a proximal end and
a distal end, said third hollow tube having an outer
diameter which is smaller than the inner diameters
of each of said first and second hollow tubes and
being insertable into said first and second hollow
tubes to extend along said second hollow tube and
along a portion of said first hollow tube from said
second opening in the direction away from said
proximal end of said first hollow tube;

air flow directing means comprising first flow control
means disposed for closing said first opening to
block said second air flow path, and second flow
control means disposed for blocking the interior of
said first hollow tube to block said first air flow
path; and

means for operating said air flow directing means for
opening said first air flow path when said distal end
of said first hollow tube is in the trachea and for
opening said second air flow path when said distal
end of said first hollow tube is in the esophagus.

2. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said first
flow control means comprise a sleeve mounted at the
inside of said wall of said first holiow tube and move-
able between a first position in which said sleeve blocks
said first opening and a second position in which said
sleeve does not block said first opening.

3. Apparatus as defined in claim 2 wherein said means
for operating comprise a control member extending
between said sleeve and a region which will be outside
of the patient’s mouth when said device is inserted for
moving said sleeve in at least one direction between said
first and second positions.

4. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said sec-
ond flow control means comprise an inflatable blocking
element which is inflatable to seal the interior of said
first hollow tube while permitting said third hollow
tube to extend past said blocking element.

S. Apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said inflat-
able blocking element is carried by said third hollow
tube.

6. Apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said inflat-
able blocking element is carried at an interior surface of
said wall of said first hollow tube.
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7. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 further comprising
a mask arranged to be placed on the patient’s face and
having a hollow member couplable to said proximal end
of said first hollow tube.

8. Apparatus as defined in claim 7 wherein said hol-
low member is dimensioned such that when said mask is
on the patient’s face, said hollow member projects at
least 7.6 cm out of said mask.

9. Apparatus as defined in claim 8 wherein said hol-
low member projects at least 10.1 cm.

10. Apparatus as defined in claim 7 wherein said mask
further comprises a collar disposed to fit around the
patient’s mouth, said collar being made of a resilient
material and being non-inflatable.

11. Apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said
collar comprises a flexible sheet of silicone rubber and
at least one strap fastened to said sheet for securing said
mask on the patient’s face.

12. Apparatus as defined in claim 7 wherein said mask
comprises a strap for securing said mask on the patient’s
face.

13. Apparatus as defined in claim 7 wherein said mask
further comprises a one-way valve mounted in said
hollow member for permitting fluid flow through said
hollow member only in the direction from said hollow
member to said first hollow tube when said first hollow
tube is coupled to said hollow member, while prevent-
ing the flow of air and airborne materials through said
hollow member in a direction from said first tube to said
hollow member.

14. Apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said third
hollow tube is provided with at least one opening in its
wall in the vicinity of said distal end of said third hollow
tube.

15. Intubation apparatus comprising:

a first hollow tube having an imperforate wall, a
proximal end and a distal end, an inner diameter, an
outer diameter, and passage sealing means extend-
ing circumferentially about the outer diameter, said
first hollow tube being inserted, via its distal end,
into a patient’s mouth and into one of two posi-
tions, a first position wherein said distal end of said
first hollow tube is inserted into the esophagus of a
patient, and a second position wherein said distal
end of said first hollow tube is inserted into the
trachea of a patient, in both said first and said sec-
ond positions, said proximal end of said first hollow
tube extending out of the patient’s mouth;

a second hollow tube having an inner diameter, a wall
provided with an opening, a proximal end and a
distal end, said distal end of said second hollow
tube being secured to the outer surface of said wall
of said first hollow tube, said distal end of said
second hollow tube being closed by said imperfor-
ate wall of said first hollow tube, said proximal end
of said second hollow tube being open and offset
from said proximal end of said first hollow tube,
and said proximal end of said second hollow tube in
both said first and said second positions of said
distal end of said first hollow tube, extending out of
the patient’s mouth;

said distal end of said first hollow tube in said first
position inserted into the esophagus of a patient,
having said proximal end of said second hollow
tube comprising the sole means for introducing air
into the patient’s lungs via air entering said proxi-
mal end of said second hollow tube and flowing
through said opening in said wall of said second



